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As we say goodbye to the old year and welcome in the New Year, the 509 

Paratroop Infantry Association is looking forward to a year full of memora-

ble events on our Calendar. April 2-5, we will be honoring our 509th Man 

of the Year, Ernie Cochran, at the 37th Annual Airborne Awards Festi-

val in Atlanta, Georgia. (application & article on pages 6/7) The 70th An-

niversary of Operation DRAGOON/RUGBY will be held in Southern 

France on August 9-16, 2014. (See Articles on 509 Event & WWII reenact-

ment jump team pages 2/3).  The 509 PIA Reunion site and date is not 

yet finalized, but will be in Harrisburg or Gettysburg, PA. The dates will 

coordinate with the 1st & 3rd Battalions rotation, and will be in the first two 

weeks of September. Watch for details in April Newsletter. 

509 PIA HAS A BIG YEAR AHEAD 
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Richard D. Fisco died peacefully on Friday, 

December 13, 2013 at HillHouse Assisted 

Living.  He was born on April 7, 1920 in 

Brooklyn, New York, the son of Joseph and 

Mary (Pagonini) Fisco. He joined the army in 

1939 and eventually served as the lead scout 

with the 509th Parachute Infantry Battalion 

and the 5th Army. Richard met and married 

his beloved wife, Louise Cechetti on Decem-

ber 8, 1944, the day of the Immaculate Con-

ception, in the Church of Notre Dame in Nice, 

France. Richard joined the New York City 

Fire Department in 1949.  He served as a 

Lieutenant firefighter for 20 years and retired 

in 1969.  He traveled to France often with his 

wife and son, Richard.  He was made an hon-

orary citizen of Saint Tropez, France. Richard 

is the author of his autobiography “Our Lives 

Will Be Beautiful” published in 2011. Dick 

Fisco now rests with his wife for eternity in 

France. The Mass and burial were very sim-

ple, only 25 people attended, most were from 

the family side of Louise, His wife. 

OPERATION ORDER 14-08  

(Southern France 2014)  

Situation. 15 AUG 2014 is the 70th Anniversary of 

Operation DRAGOON / RUGBY, the invasion and 

liberation of Southern France. America and France 

recognize the significance of this historic event in 

establishing a second front in France to rapidly bring 

about the destruction of the German war machine. As 

a result, France is conducting many celebrations and 

ceremonies to commemorate the historic event.  

Areas of Interest: En Provence, Var, Alpes Mari-

times, Nice, Cannes, St Tropez, LeMuy, LaMotte, 

LeMitan, Grasse, Draguignan, Trans en Provence, 

and Valbourges, France. 

The 509th PIA conducts 70th Anniversary commemo-

ration activities in Southern France on 08 – 17 AUG 

2014 in conjunction with several allied organizations 

and the citizens of France to remember, honor, and 

serve the WWII Airborne Veterans, who participated 

in Operation DRAGOON / RUGBY. 

Matt Anderson, our Webmaster and Board of Trus-

tees member, is the Deputy Task Force Commander 

for this Operation, and is also an Instructor for the 

WWII Airborne Demonstration Team. He has been 

invaluable in working out the details of this event. 13 

AUG 2014 (Wednesday) Airborne Operations. Air-

borne Command and WWII Airborne Demonstration 

Team conduct airborne operations on drop zone east 

of LeMuy.  (Please see article and pictures on the 

WWII Airborne Demonstration Team next page) 



V OLUME  2 ,  ISSUE  2  P AGE  3  

The WWII Airborne Demonstration Team Foundation was formed to honor and serve the memory 

of the men who fought and died to preserve America's freedom during WWII. The activities of the 

Foundation recognize and honor all those who served and survived that conflict. 

 

The Foundation serves that honorable purpose through the participation of its members in active para-

chute jumping in the style of the WWII airborne soldier, utilizing an aircraft that actually participated 

in the invasion of Europe. These activities serve to further the memory of their unbending loyalty to 

the cause of freedom. 

 

Further, it is the goal of the Foundation to foster, promote and engage in research of WWII airborne 

operations and military history and to inform and educate the public through airborne operations and 

demonstrations throughout the United States and Europe. 

 

From the pilots, who fly the WWII planes, to the instructors, cooks, carpenters, maintenance, etc., eve-

ryone volunteers their time to this endeavor.  They hold jump schools twice a year, in the summer and 

winter. They are located in Frederick, OK, and their website address is: wwiiadt.org/  

 

If anyone is interested in learning more about this amazing organization, they can go to their 

website or get in touch with Matt Anderson, or view the following links for some great video: 
http://www.kswo.com/story/24512324/airborne-students-to-make-first-jump-in-frederick=  and  

http://kfor.com/2014/01/27/great-state-airborne-dreams-in-frederick-ok/ 

 

At the time of this newsletter there are approximately 35 509ers who may be attending, counting fami-

ly members, guests, etc. The 509 PIA will be well represented in that number, which does not include 

any 1/509 or 3/509 that might attend, and does not include the members of the WWII Demonstration 

Team, who are jumping in. 

 

This should be a memorable experience for us all, and a real tribute to the Original 509ers, who 

jumped in Operation DRAGOON/RUGBY in 1944.  
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Ernie Cochran has been chosen as the 509th PIA’s Man of the Year. He is very deserving of this 

honor, as he has spent his own time and effort year after year to help Housman and Associates 

organize the excellent reunions all of us have come to look forward to and enjoy. On top of eve-

rything else he does, he sets up and serves as our bartender and host in the hospitality room, 

and spends long hours literally lifting all our spirits.  Ernie is amazing, not just for remember-

ing the names of those that have attended reunions in the past but also for never forgetting 

your favorite drink. The field of nominees this year was a strong one, and I know we are all 

proud to wish congratulations to Ernie. His Grandparents John and Jean Devanie, and his 

mom, June are proud as well. If you wish to support Ernie at the Atlanta Awards, where he will 

be honored, please see the flyer on the next page. See you in Atlanta. 

Ernie Cochran is the 509 PIA Man of the Year!Ernie Cochran is the 509 PIA Man of the Year!  

Pictured at left are: LTC Patrick Al-

tenburg, and CSM Scott Beeson, of 

3/509; and LTC Tackett, and CSM 

Young, of 1/509 with the 509 Guidon, 

which will be jumped at Fort Polk in 

April, during joint 1st and 3rd opera-

tions,  and will be jumped in Thailand 

on February 14, in support of Cobra 

Gold. I wonder if it will be jumped in 

France for Operation DRA-

GOON/RUGBY? 

Below: Members of one of the 3/509 

sniper teams firing the new XM 2010 

sniper rifle, putting it through its pac-

es. Good shooting guys. 

FTX-8th ID reunion July 17-21 Custer, SD, 2014 
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You Can download this form and get Hotel info and deadlines at the following website: 

Www.82nd.atl.com 
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