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E & E Report No. 2904 Prepared by PW & X, MIS

Evasion in BELGIUM

MAPS USED:

GSCG5-4042, Sheet 6
GSGS 4346, Sheet K51

' VIRGIL W. MeCALL, lst Lt, 0~561566

T —————— - —— - - v - ————— . -

CAPTURED IN GFRMAN COUNTERATTACK

On 20 January 1945 Lt lcCall's battalion attacked BORN (Sheet
6, P-8594) and late in the afternocon the forward elements entered
the town. Vhen the Germans counter-attacked with Tiger tanks,
an order to withdraw was given but apparently never received and
he stayed in the town with Capt Alden, (E4F 6/863/2785) tending
two wounded men. Capt Alden teld Lt MeOsall to stay with them
while he sent to look for a jeep to take them back, Helther of
them then knew the situation and Alden finding nothing, came back
to his wounded. In the meantime the Germans captured Lt McCall
and took him to their CP, to which Alden soon was brought.

INTERROGATION

From here until his escape from PRUM (Sheet 6, L=0779) McCall's
story parallels that of Alden except for interrogation. Not speak-
ing French or German, he did not talk to the German woman officer
in the second CP to which they were taken. She seemed to belong to
the unit and was answering the telephone and glving orders. Alden
sald that she had tried to break his confidence by telling him
that the Germans would soon extract 1l his information., MeCall's
interrogations were simple., He gave his name, rank and number, _
and upon his refussl to say anything more he was not pressed, except
when he was with a second interrogator who used an interpreter.

Here he was shown alleged records of prisoners executed because
they had refused to talk. lec Call considered this an idle threat
and remained silent. :

TRYS ESCAPE FROM PRUM

At 2000 on 1 February Lt leCall and Capt Alden planned to
escape. The latter was to meet him outside the building. Lt MeCall
took with him two EM, one named Rosenberg. Lt ¥eCall does not :
know Kosenberg's unit, nor the name and unit of the other man,
Fosenberg went out to the latrine and followed a gravedigging detail
past the guards, then seperated from them and hid, walting for
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war, It was mot & printed form, but a stetemest written for the individual case,
?mhomgivwapﬁmdmmtmmo size of a posteoard, It stated

that the undersigned wes in a trapsient Py camp, wes wounded, slightly wounied

or not “:&arﬂfo:rthept&peao&rmiviwpuk« his nme, r nk and
nunber were as follows, : oo E ’

¥rom here on MeCall stayed wita Alden, escaped with him amd Aldrich, who
later dnwmm,Mmﬁmmrmm up by 22 Inf, 4 Div,
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E & E Report No. 2904 | Prepared by PW & X, MIS

CASUALTY RETFORT

VIRGIL W, MeCALL, lst Lt,, 0-561566
Co, B, 309th Parachute Bn,

Lt, MeCALL was taken prisoner by the Cermans on 20 Jan 1945 at Born,
Belgium, He escaped from the Germans and on 11 Feb rejoined US forces at
PRUM, Germary,

Capt JOHN O'HORA, MC, 3 Armd Div, was last seen by narrator in the
tr nsient Prison Camp at GEROLSTELN, Germany where he was tending the wounjed
US prisoners,

Pvt Hemry Aldrich, 35th Div, was last seen by the narrator in a house
in FRUM, Germany, where he was hiding after his escape from the Germans,
Aldrich diseppeared from the house without saying anything to his companion,,
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CERTIFIED THAT:

Nos Q-561566 Reni 1/Lt NAE (print) Virgil W, McCall

CLALVS ASSIGNMENT TO FOLLOYING UNIT B Co, 509 Preht Inf Bn

o

has been fully/briefly interrogated by an Intelligence Officer of I.S.9 (WZ4)

on 28 February 1% 45 , has signed a Seeurity Certilicate, and

is not considered suspscte
He -shouidy/should not be re-interrogated.

Security reasons &eo/do not/ exist preventing his return to combat dutye

He was a PV/ZVADER for a period of 22 ‘days,.

e T B

PhoaRaas (st Lt  CAC

THIS CELNTIFICAIZ MUJT BE RELLINED ANy HAIDED TO (BLITISH) 47 OFFICER OF MI9
OR (ALMERICAN), AN CFFICER OF PV & X DET. - KIS Qi AFGIVAL IN UlKe O Udde b
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WAR DEPARTMENT
The Adjutant General’s Office, Washington

AG 383.6 (31 Jul 43) OB-S-B-M 6 August 1943 KLS/el-2B-939 Pentagon

SUBJECT : Amended Instructions Concerning Publicity in Connection with Escaped Prisoners of War, to include Evaders
of Capture in Enemy or Enemy-Occupied Territory and Internees in Neutral Countries.
TO The Commanding Generals,
Army Ground :
Army Air Forces :
The Commander-in-Chief, Southwest Pacific Area :
The Commanding Generals,
Theaters of Operations :
Defense Commands :
Departments :
Base Commands :
The Commanding Officers,
Base Commands :
Director, Bureau of Public Relations.

L Publication or communication to any unauthorized persons of experiences of escape or evasion from enemy-
occupied territory, internment in a neutral country, or release from internment not only furnishes useful information to the
enemy but also jeopardizes future escapes, evasions and releases.

2 Personnel will not, unless authorized by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, publish
in any form whatever or communicate either directly, or indirectly, to the press, radio or an unauthorized person any account
of escape or evasion of capture from enemy or enemy-occupied territory, or internment in a neutral country either before or
after repatriation. They will be held strictly responsible for all statements contained in communications to friends which may
subsequently be published in the press or otherwise. 3

3. Evaders, escapees, or internees shall not be interrogated on the circumstances of their experiences in escape,
evasion or internment except by the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or

the cor_respond_ing organization in overseas theaters of operations. In allied or neutral countries, American Military Attaches are
authorized to interrogate on escape, evasion and internment matters.

4. Should the services of escaped prisoners of war, evaders, or internees be deemed necessary for lecturing and briefing
such services will be under the direct supervision of the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department
General Staff, or the corresponding organization in overseas theaters of operations.

5. Commanding Officers will be responsible for instructing all evaders, escapees, and internees in the provisions of
this directive which supersedes letter, AG 383.6 (5 Nov. 42) OB-S-B-M, 7 November 1942, subject : Instructions concerning
Publicity in Connection with Escaped Prisoners of War and other previous instructions on this subject.

By order of the Secretary of War :
/s/ J. A. ULIO
J. A. ULIO

Major General,
The Adjutant General.

1% Information about your escape or your evasion from capture would be useful to the enemy and a danger to your
friends. It is therefore SECRET. ‘

2. a You must therefore not disclose, except to the first Military Attache to whom you report, or to an officer
designated by the Commanding General of the Theater of Operations, or by A. C. of S., G-2, W.D.
(1) The names of those who helped you.
(2) The method by which you escaped or evaded.
(3) The route you followed. .
(4) Any other facts concerning your experience.
You must be particularly on your guard with persons representing the press.
You must give no account of your experiences in books, newspapers, periodicals or in broadcasts or in lectures.
You must give no information to anyone, irrespective of nationality, in letters or in conversation, except as
specifically directed in Par. 4.

e  No lectures or reports are to be given to any unit without the permission of A. C. of S., G-2, W. D., or corres-

ponding organization in the theater.

xR O O

CERTIFICATE
I hate read the above and certify that I will comply with it.

1 understand that any information concerning my escape or evasion from capture is SECRET and must not be disclosed
" to anyone other than the agency designated by A. C. of S., G-2, War Department, the corresponding organization in overseas
theaters of operations, or to the Military Attache in a neutral country to whom I first report. I understand that disclosure to

anyone else will make me liable to disciplinary action. , /,,
; K - o A Z L7 ’_:1 /,’7 7
Name (Print)........ Vo' ¥ Qza ’ "\) MeCall Signed 74«90/ f’/ / 7 = ﬂ/(/(
2 p— -
Rank (/A ¥ A.S. NL:Sh LS5 bh.  Dated 2.5 Y8 7&

Unit 7% CD, <o 9 ;P }tj\f.[h,‘ﬁﬁgla. Witness 2 4 t"{f-— \;;;"’L«%\
i (/] V&b, e’tsﬁ.
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Escape in FEFMANY “
H)
MAPS USED: FW
3568 4042, Sheet 6 g2 ey
GSGS 4346, Sheet K51 M,,r‘
VIRGIL W! McCALL, 1atQLt,_o-561565_

CAPT oD, IN. ;,KMAN COUNTERATTACK
A7 McC all’ s)
On 20 January T9%45 battalion wes attack Lﬁzzzzﬁh

“#¢ BORN (¥, P 8594ky¢’ ate in the afternoon the forward

elements enterej the tomn, Mt hie he Germans counter-

atgacked with Tigepr tgnki’ ,Apaaﬂﬂne}y an order to w1thdraw’}})r_

B i A T z _h Lt
“'\ was‘?;iven which 3/ never recc,’tvedf and he stayed in the town
| e

recenneitering,

Capt Alden (L&F 6/863/
2785) tending two wounded men. 4f’ev1t %5 fcCall to stay
.. with them while he went to lgook for, a Jjeep to take tbem bagk.

AT OIS, naith r. of th@mﬁkn>w the situatil o

Aldéﬁ, fxndlnj nothing, camﬁ back to his \«oundeE;l In th _//,)
meant'me th rmﬁns h&d—eene—ap—ﬁ&J&ykykbp cap

him eegsto their CP, to which Aldenxvas br'ouz’htg

INTERRCGATICONS
From here until his escape from PRUM (6, L 0779)McCall's

story Ss_= ; e that of Aldeﬁ.except for bie interrogatiog’.
Not speaking French or German, he did not talk to the German
"""" ’ woman officer in the second CP to which they were taken. ~ies-
wawesr she geemd tg belong to the unit was answering
the telephone arm&W Alden said that
she had tried to break his confidence by telling him that the
_.éermans wéuld soon km®w extract all his information. McCall's
interyogations were simple. Hs gave his ﬁame, rank and number,

and upon his refuysg} to say anyth mere he wag not pressed,

z
except when he wag he interrogator who used an inter-
preter. Here he yag shown Sl :"f'} records of e
prisoner$ etlea to talk. McCall con-

sldered thls an 1dle threat and remained silent.

TRYJ ESCAPE FROM PRUM
: : o
ar i Car-
! 2000 on 1 February McCall and, Alden planned to
; A Lo

escape. The latter was to meet bﬁKF'outside the building.
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(Applies to all BRITISHy TANADTAN J.S. & ALLED PERSONNEL)
BVADER x xCAPRUBBDWESCAPED TFROM (Neme of Cournbtzvi . GERAMANY.......

Par 2ll Personnel,

(U.X: Acting, Tewp. or W/S)

ey =

Decorationsz (U.S.A.A..F.: No. Of missions).l\s.o:... ........ S e s s s s e s e v st s s e tsg

Ship (Navy), Unit (Army), Sgn. (Air Force)..B.£0..209 Freht Inf . Bo...........

Div. (Army) or Gp.(Air Force)..............6:Job. (Z1.003, Rfn, etc,)El2teon, 1dr,
Date 02 Birth........=n 920 1920, .......8.Length of Sarvice.. 8 xrs, 4. mos .
Peace time occupation..... soldier .......10.Private address...» 2. .3.Tom Sta ...,

Do you speak French, or any other foreign languags?.itgllan................ g
FOR - R, AP, ONLY .

o, and location of Qilslee il Aerarree K Brra: sate A o i et B R
No. and location of Conversion Unit........ A ST R SR e St ke

FOR ALl ATR FORCE PCRSONNEL AND/OR AIRBORNE OR PARACHUTR TROOPS WHO BALE OUT,

PDSt inCreW--..o-.--.-...oo..-.-.--........

LR R R B R T N R B O A R B ® % e 00 o0 s e e

Other members of crew, and information about what has happened to them.
N.B. - Airborne and Parachute Troops: list below names and units of other
occupants of plane, including R.A.F. and U.S.A.A.3,

---------- R R R I L R I I

CO—PImm............-...--.........-.-.o.....-.....a...... !
NAVIGATORI.‘. ....... ® % % 8 s " e e L B B B O L B B R I B I B R .

RADEY QPERATOR. Doy o 5s s s wine b w Bl
SOF-TURRER GEIER 008 oo iss srssrsibrshssannessanss Ml g PN SRENIE s 596 ¥l IR B e

BALL TURRET * GUNNER. ...e0veueoness
WAIST GUIMER. (R o v cinvsnss / i
WATST GOIOEIR {3} . i it tnaens ey A e s 3
TAIL GUNNZR.....

DRI B B I A R I B ) L R I I I I A I

ER A A Y PP e PP rsetosentene S ee s s e et D RN A Y LR R I I R I e

< - c + o =] i o N
Where and when did you come down?.:%P.UL¢ ¢ near Born, Belgium, 20 Jan 45 o
How did you dispose of your parachute, harness and mee West?....veeeeecvsescassnes

L R I I I I R I R R I S T R R ) LI I A B U A A

Were all secret papers and equipment QOSEPOYOAT s . coneseenussnsmsass s osainniubitaiate

.
D R T R R N R Cs e s s e e tes s s e ts e s esceesssvsens it

- Attached:

Interview by I.8.9.(WEA)
Date...--28 Feb ]=9£+5n00."¢0 T EEERE R g

I-grade this esecape NeP-

Appendix "B"
Arpendix "C" FORSYTH
Apvendix "D"

Disposal: . . TetUrTed o GFRC Major

R ) e BN s e,



g namnd Rosengﬁgggl
ALmv;;i took Vitr him two B, one cé=whom—wag ihxdxﬂ%ﬁ%
does not kno unit, nor the name and un;t of the other

man.  Rosenberg went out to the latrine and Zamsk followed
a gravedigging detall past the guards, then seoa"ated from )
them and_hid, waiting forjMcCall and the other a 29<? es-
cap rom the winiow'on tbe third floorx by means of blankets

: -tied @ogetherﬁ Tbe man went flrst bu& lost hlg hold on the
blanket just outside: the window:-and fell three flonrs to the
concrete qoufitw. He iay'there stunned>for a while, 532:5;;;%
53:5;;;;;:;53 tkcn crawled off A Later, after his recapture,
he s$&¥%eé—%e snlt blood from Internal 1n*urles. McCall made
the descent without.m;sbgpf He‘go;lected his two men and

started off in the direction of FRUM. On the road a car came

along with ;ightgtpnl they Jumped into a ditch, but a guard

 saw them.”,The‘German,égﬁ:#:;—:::;::;i. sald something deieh
they coudlﬁ't undefstand and pointed his rifle at them. Mc@all
saw that xXXuaxﬁ}xﬁihe‘safety was still on, so Be—sb® decided
to bluff. He got.out of the ditech, said "J2" to the guara,
and then Walked on down the road followed by'the two men. The
guard brought up the rear, apparently not knowing what to do.
'He,came to a point which might gé%é béén the end of his beat
and turned back'paying no further attention to them, although
thej were all in unmisﬁakable American uniform. About 0300
the next morning, 'théy walked into a German patrol, were re-
éabtﬁfed and taken béck to,fRUM;f‘_

ESCAPE/
RED CRO35 AND - FORM
Xhémx&xhtummmsAMthlXhﬁhlmAhﬁﬁhbéeﬁMﬁixx By the time

McCall ﬁieif‘i;;k to PRUM, the prisoners hsd moved on to
}ERCLSTEIN(K51,WL“2381) and he was sent after them. At

GEZROLSTEIN the Termans presented him with a form which they

asked him to sign.  He refused, first on principle, and,fecgjd
Colarn
because it was written in Jerman. Later one of the 3 to

— -
hlm teet it was a statement to the effect that if the under-
signed escaped and was recaptured he voluntarily forfelted

2ll rights as 2 prisoner of war. It was not a -Emex printed
- form, but a stat ent written for the individual case.
Then he was givenggiged Cross form'-i$=w=s=p¥=a$€§=§§§ the

_Size"Of a postcard. . In-the—tewcreeorRer 17 SMETT T&ttars was
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“ppendix D

Casualty Report
Virgil W. McCall, 1st Lt, 0-561566
MC P
Capt JCHN O'HORA, 3 Armd Div, ‘was last geen by, narrabbr
in the transient prison camo at FERCLSTEIN, Gsrmany:

‘where he was tending theé W6unded'US prisoners.

‘Pvt HBNRY ALDRICH, ‘35 Div, 'was last seen by the narrator
in a house inPRUM;.Germéh&, where Captlﬁlden, Lt McCall and
he were hiding after theirp éscape from the Germans. ALDRICH

disappeared from the house without..saying anything to his

comvanions,
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